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Art Unit: 3619 


DETAILED ACTION 


Claim Objections 


1. Claim 30 is objected to because of the following infomialities: The phrase "without 
contacting either the carrier frame or the elastomeric layer to limit the amount of vibrational 
energy ..." is capable of two distinct and diverse interpretations. For example, the claimed 
purpose of the lack of contact could be to limit the vibration; additionally, the purpose of the 
CONTACT could be to inhibit the vibration. While this minor informality does not rise to the 
level of statutory indefmiteness, appropriate correction is required. 


2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371© of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by any one of Artus, 
Roman et al., or Nicoletti, or Wilder. 

Artus discloses a skate frame for an inline skate comprising an elongate first structural 
member (2) having first and second sidewalls (See Fig 2) depending downwardly from a first 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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upper surface (4,5), the lower ends of the sidewalls being spaced to receive wheels (3) 
therebetween, and vibration dampening means (6) integrally formed with the sidewalls of the 
first structural member (2) for absorbing at least a portion of the vibrational energy transmitted 
from the surface to the shoe portion when the skate traverses the surface. 

Nicoletti discloses a skate fi-ame (21) for an inline skate comprising an elongate first 
structural member (9) having first (17) and second (18) sidewalls depending downwardly from a 
first upper surface (12), the lower ends of the sidewalls being spaced to receive wheels (11) 
therebetween, and vibration dampening means (8,9) integrally formed with the sidewalls of the 
first structural member (17, 1 8) for absorbing at least a portion of the vibrational energy 
transmitted from the surface to the shoe portion when the skate traverses the surface. 

Roman et al. discloses a skate fi-ame for an inline skate (2) comprising an elongate first 
structural member (15) having first (8) and second sidewalls (9) depending downwardly fi-om a 
first upper surface (See Fig 3), the lower ends of the sidewalls being spaced to receive wheels 
(14) therebetween, and vibration dampening means integrally formed with the sidewalls of the 
first structural member (2) for absorbing at least a portion of the vibrational energy transmitted 
from the surface to the shoe portion when the skate traverses the surface (see Fig 2). 

Wilder discloses a skate frame (10) for an inline skate comprising an elongate first 
structural member (2) having first (20) and second (22) sidewalls (See Fig 2) depending 
downwardly from a first upper surface (12,14), the lower ends of the sidewalls being spaced to 
receive wheels (See Fig 1,2,3) therebetween, and vibration dampening means (36,44) integrally 
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formed with the sidewalls (20,22) of the first structural member (20,22) for absorbing at least a 
portion of the vibrational energy transmitted from the surface to the shoe portion when the skate 
traverses the surface. 

4. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Malewicz. 

Regarding Claim 1, Malewicz discloses a skate frame (32) for an inline skate (10) 
comprising an elongate first structural member (14) having first (32) and second (34) sidewalls 
(See Fig 2) depending downwardly from a first upper surface (293), the lower ends of the 
sidewalls being spaced to receive wheels (16) therebetween, and vibration dampening means 
(130,160) integrally formed with the sidewalls (32,34) of the first structural member (14) for 
absorbing at least a portion of the vibrational energy transmitted from the surface to the shoe 
portion when the skate traverses the surface. 

Regarding claim 2, Malewicz fiirther discloses that the vibration dampening means 
comprises a contoured portion (130, 160) of each of the first (32) and second (34) sidewalls of 
the first structured member (14), the contoured portion (160) having a predetermined cross- 
sectional shape to permit the sidewalls to flex (impliedly disclosed at col 6, lines 1-15; Malewicz 
discloses a flexible, lightweight fiberglass polyamide frame) thereby absorbing at least a portion 
of the vibrational energy associated with traversing the surface. 
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Regarding Claim 3, Malewicz further discloses that the cross-sectional shape of the first 
and second sidewalls is substantially arcuate (see fig 6) such that the contoured portion of the 
sidewalls flexes to absorb at least a portion of the vibrational energy. 

Regarding claim 4, Malewicz further discloses that the arcuate cross-sectional shape of 
the first and second sidewalls is substantially C-Shaped in configuration (see fig 2), the arcuate 
cross-sectional shape having an upper end (200) spaced from a lower end (1 10) by a concave 
portion (136). 

Regarding claim 5, Malewicz further discloses that the concave portion (136) of the first 
sidewall (32) faces the concave portion (166) of the second sidewall (34) in an opposed manner 
such that the first structural member (12) is tubular. 

Regarding Claim 6, Malewicz further discloses a second structural member (1 10, 1 18) 
having first (115) and second (123) sidewalls held in parallel disposition by a second upper wall, 
the second structural member having an open lower end sized to receive the wheels (16A) 
therebetween, the second structural member having a width (41) sized to be received within the 
first structural member such that the sidewalls of the first structural member (32) overlap at least 
a portion of the sidewalls of the second structural member (see Fig 2). 

Regarding claim 7, Malewicz further discloses that the vibration dampening means 
comprises a contoured portion (170) of each of the first and second sidewalls (32, 34) of the first 
structural member, the contoured portion having a predetermined cross sectional shape to permit 
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to sidewalls to flex, thereby absorbing at least a portion of the vibrational energy associated with 
traversing the surface. 

Regarding claim 8, Malev^icz further discloses that the cross-sectional shape of the 
sidewalls of the first (32) and second (34) structural members is substantially arcuate (see 
Fig 2), such that the arcuate cross-sectional shape of the sidewalls flexes to absorb at least a 
portion of the vibrational energy (Col 3, line 65- Col 4, line 10), wherein the arcuate cross- 
sectional shape of the first and second sidewalls is substantially C-shaped in configuration, the 
arcuate cross-sectional shape of each sidewall has an upper end spaced from a lower end by a 
concave portion. 

Regarding claim 9, Malewicz further discloses that the concave portion (136) of the first 
sidewall (32) of the first (upper, curved 32) and second (110) structural members faces the 
concave portion of the second sidewall of the first (1 18) and second (upper, curved 34) structural 
members in an opposed manner. See Fig 2. 

5. Claims 2-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Artus. 
Artus discloses each of the elements of parent claim 1, as set forth above. 

Regarding claim 2, Artus further discloses that the vibration dampening means comprises 
a contoured portion (122) of each of the first (2) and second (2) sidewalls of the first structural 
member (14), the contoured portion (122) having a predetermined cross-sectional shape to permit 
the sidewalls to flex thereby absorbing at least a portion of the vibrational energy associated with 
traversing the surface. See, e.g Col 3, lines 35-45. 
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Regarding Claim 3, Artus further discloses that the cross-sectional shape of the first and 
second sidewalls is substantially arcuate (see fig 6) such that the contoured portion of the 
sidewalls flexes to absorb at least a portion of the vibrational energy. 

Regarding claim 4, Artus further discloses that the arcuate cross-sectional shape of the 
first and second sidewalls is substantially C-Shaped in configuration (see fig 5), the arcuate 
cross-sectional shape having an upper end (See Fig 5) spaced from a lower end by a concave 
portion. Id. 

Regarding claim 5, Artus further discloses that the concave portion (10) of the first 
sidewall (2) faces the concave portion (10) of the second sidewall (2) in an opposed manner such 
that the first structural member (2) is tubular. 

Regarding Claim 6, Artus further discloses a second structural member (10) having first 
(10) and second (2) sidewalls held in parallel disposition by a second upper wall (11), the second 
structural member (2) having an open lower end (see fig 4,6) sized to receive the wheels (3) 
therebetween, the second structural member having a width (See fig 4, 5,6) sized to be received 
within the first (lO)structural member such that the sidewalls (1 l)of the first structural member 
(10) overlap at least a portion of the sidewalls of the second 2) structural member (see Fig 5). 

Regarding claim 7, Artus further discloses that the vibration dampening means (fig 6) 
comprises a contoured portion (10) of each of the first (2) and second (11) sidewalls of the first 
structural member, the contoured portion (10) having a predetermined cross sectional shape to 
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permit the sidewalls to flex, thereby absorbing at least a portion of the vibrational energy 
associated with traversing the surface. See, e.g Col 3, lines 35-45. 

Regarding claim 8, Artus further discloses that the cross-sectional shape of the sidewalls 
of the first (2) and second (11) structural members is substantially arcuate (see Fig 6), such that 
the arcuate cross-sectional shape of the sidewalls flexes to absorb at least a portion of the 
vibrational energy (Col 3, line 25-35), wherein the arcuate cross-sectional shape of the first and ' 
second sidewalls is substantially C-shaped in configuration, the arcuate cross-sectional shape of 
each sidewall has an upper end spaced from a lower end by a concave portion. 

Regarding claim 9, Artus further discloses that the concave portion (See Fig 5 or 6) of the 
first sidewall (2) of the first (2) and second (10) structural members faces the concave portion 
(Fig 5 or 6) of the second sidewall (2) of the first (2) and second (10) structural members in an 
opposed manner. See Figs 4 and 5. 

6. Claims 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Malewicz. 

a) an elongate first structural member (14) having downwardly depending first (32) 
and second (34) sidewalls, the lower ends of the sidewalls being spaced to receive wheels (16) 
therebetween; 

b) an elongate second structural member (110, 118) having downwardly depending 
first (1 12, 120, respectively) and second (1 15,123, respectively) sidewalls, the sidewalls of the 
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second structural (1 10,1 18) member being spaced to receive the first and second structural 
member therebewteen, such that the sidewalls of the second structural member overlap at least a 
portion of the sidewalls of the first structural member (see fig 2); 

c) and vibration dampening member (130,160) integrally formed with the sidewalls 
(32,34) of the first and second structural members (32,14) for absorbing at least a portion of the 
vibrational energy transmitted fi-om the surface to the shoe portion when the skate traverses the 
surface. 

Regarding claim 15, Malewicz fiirther discloses that the vibration dampening member 
comprises contouring the sidewalls of both the first and second structural members to a 
predetermined cross-sectional shape to permit the sidewalls to flex, thereby absorbing at least a 
portion of the vibrational energy associated with traversing the surface. Col 6, lines 1-15. 

7. Claims 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Artus, 
Artus discloses a skate firame comprising an elongate first structural member (10) having 
downwardly depending first and second sidewalls (see fig 4,6), the lower ends of the sidewalls 
being spaced to receive the wheels (3) therebetween; an elongate second structural member (2) 
having downwardly depending first and second sidewalls (2), the sidewalls of the second 
structural member being spaced to receive the first structural member therebetween, such that the 
sidewalls of the second structural member overlap at least a portion of the sidewalls of the first 
structural member and a vibration dampening member integrally (122) formed with the sidewalls 
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of the first (10) and second (2) structural members for reducing the amount of vibrational energy 
transmitted from the surface to the shoe portion when the skate traverses a surface. 

Regarding Claim 15, Artus further discloses that the dampening member (121,122) 
comprises contouring (see fig 6) the sidewalls of both the first and second structural (10 and 2, 
respectively) members to a predetermined cross sectional shape to permit the sidewalls to flex, 
thereby absorbing at least a portion of the vibrational energy associated with traversing the 
surface. See, Col 3 lines 30-45. 

Regarding claim 16, Argus further discloses that the cross-sectional shape of the 
sidewalls of both the first and second structural members is substantially arcuate such that the 
arcuate cross-sectional shape of the sidewalls flexes to absorb at least a portion of the vibrational 
energy (col 3, lines 30-45), wherein the arcuate cross-sectional shape of the first and second 
sidewalls of the first (10) and second (2) structural members is substantially C-shaped in 
configuration, the arcuate cross-section of each sidewall has an upper end spaced from a lower 
end by a concave portion. 

8. Claims 20, 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Malewicz. 
Malewicz discloses a skate frame comprising the following: 

a) an elongate carrier frame (14) having first (32) and second (34) sidewalls held in 
spaced parallel disposition by a first upper wall (32) and an open lower end spaced to receive the 
wheels ( 1 6) therebetween; and, 
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b) an elongate outer shell (1 10, 1 18) having first (1 12, 120, respectively) and second 
(1 15,123, respectively) sidewalls and an open lower end, the sidewalls of the outer shell 
(1 10,1 18) overlap at least a portion of the sidewalls of the sidewalls of the carrier frame (14), the 
sidewalls of the carrier frame and the outer shell having a predetermined cross sectional shape to 
permit the sidewalls to flex, thereby absorbing at least a portion of the vibrational energy 
transmitted from the surface to the shoe portion when the skate traverses the surface. 

Regarding claim 21, Malewicz further discloses that the cross-sectional shape of the 
sidewalls (32, 34) of the carrier frame (14) and the outer shell is substantially arcuate (see fig 2 or 
6), such that the arcuate cross-sectional shape of the sidewalls flexes to absorb at least a portion 
of the vibrational energy, wherein the arcuate cross sectional shape of the first and second 
sidewalls of the carrier frame and the outer shell is substantially C-shaped in configuration, the 
arcuate cross-section of each sidewall has an upper end spaced from a lower end by a concave 
portion. See fig 2 or 6. 

) 

9. Claims 20, 21,26,27,32 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Artus. 

Regarding Claim 20, Artus discloses the following 

a) an elongate carrier frame (See fig 4) having first and second sidewalls (2) held in 
spaced parallel disposition by a first upper wall (4) and an open lower end spaced to receive the 
wheels (3) therebetween; and. 


# 
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b) an elongate outer shell (10) having first and second sidewalls and an open lower 
end, the sidewalls of the outer shell (10) overlap at least a portion of the sidewalls of the carrier 
frame, the sidewalls of the carrier frame and the outer shell having a predetermined cross 
sectional shape to permit the sidewalls to flex, thereby absorbing at least a portion of the 
vibrational energy transmitted from the surface to the shoe portion when the skate traverses the 
surface. 

Regarding claim 21, Artus further discloses that the cross-sectional shape of the 
sidewalls (32, 34) of the carrier frame and the outer shell (10) is substantially arcuate (see fig 6), 
such that the arcuate cross-sectional shape of the sidewalls flexes to absorb at least a portion of 
the vibrational energy, wherein the arcuate cross sectional shape of the first and second sidewalls 
of the carrier frame and the outer shell is substantially C-shaped in configuration, the arcuate 
cross^section of each sidewall has an upper end spaced from a lower end by a concave portion. 
See fig 2 or 6. 

Regarding claim 26, and referring to Fig 4 and 12, Artus discloses 

a. a skate frame comprising an elongate outer shell (21) having first and second 
sidewalls and an open lower end (see fig 4, 12); 

b. an elongate carrier frame (2) having first and second sidewalls (see Fig 4 and 12), 
the sidewalls of the outer shell (21) are spaced to receive the carrier frame therebetween such that 
the sidewalls of the outer shell overlap at least a portion of the sidewalls of the carrier frame (see 
Fig 4 and 12); and, 
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c. An elastomeric shear layer disposed (i.e., 242) between the carrier frame (2) and 
the outer shell (21) to absorb at least a portion of the vibrational energy transmitted from the 
surface to the shoe portion when the skate traverses the surface. 

Regarding claim 27, Artus further discloses that the carrier frame comprises a first upper 
wall and an open lower end spaced to receive the wheels therebetween. 

Regarding claim 28, Artus further discloses that the sidewalls of the carrier frame have a 
pre-determined cross sectional shape to permit the sidewalls to flex, thereby absorbing at least a 
portion of the vibrational energy transmitted from the surface to the shoe portion when the skate 
transverses the surface. 

Regarding claim 32, Artus further discloses that the that the skate frame further comprises 
a gap (which is filled by an elastomer; see figs 12 and 14) between the outer shell (21) and the 
carrier frame (2) to absorb at least a portion of the vibrational energy transmitted to the shoe 
portion (1). 

Regarding claim 34, the method set forth therein is an inherent method of creating the 

structure set forth in claim 26, and is rejected accordingly. . • ^ 

Claim Rejections -35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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1 1 Claims 10-13, 17-19, 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Art us. 

Regarding claims 10-12, the embodiment depicted by Figures 4 and 6 of Artus discloses 
each of the elements of parent claims 6 and 9, as set forth above. Additionally, Artus discloses 
that the sidewalls of the first structural member (2) extend to the lower end of the arcuate cross- 
sectional shape of the second structural member (10), but fails to disclose that the frame further 
comprises an elastomeric shear layer (122) disposed betv^een the first (2) and second (11) 
structural members when the first structural member is received within the second structural 
member, the shear layer (122) absorbs at least a portion of the vibrational energy transmitted 
from the surface to the shoe portion when the skate traverses the surface. Rather, this structure is 
depicted in the embodiments disclosed in either of figures 12 or 14. See, Claim 1; Col 4, lines 
50-60. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
embodiments disclosed in Artus to design a skate frame having an elastomeric shear layer 
disposed between the first and second structural members when the first structural member is 
received within the second structural member in order for the shear layer to absorb a portion of 
the vibrational energy transmitted from the surface to the shoe portion when the skate traverses 
the surface. 

Regarding claim 13 Figure 6 of Artus discloses all of the elements set forth in parent 
claim 12, as set forth above. In contrast, Figure 6 does NOT disclose that the skate frame further 
comprises a rectangular first and second wheel attachment flanges depending downwardly from 
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the lower ends of the arcuate cross-sectional shape of the second structural member, wherein the 
wheels are joumalled to the attachment flanges to increase the vibration energy absorption by 
isolating the wheels from the first structural member. 

In contrast, however, the embodiment in Fig 12 of Artus depicts a rectangular first and 
second wheel attachment flanges (21) depending downwardly from the lower ends of the arcuate 
cross-sectional shape of the second structural member (2), wherein the wheels (3) are joumaled 
to the attachment flanges (2) to increase the vibration energy absorption by isolating the wheels 
fi-om the first structural member (21). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to combine the two embodiments of Artus to include a skate frame wherein the wheels 
are joumaled to the attachment flanges to increase the vibration energy absorption by isolating 
the wheels from the first structural member. 

Regarding claim 17, Figures 4 and 6 of Artus depict an embodiment which discloses each 
of the elements of parent claim 16, but fails to disclose an elastomeric shear layer disposed 
between the first (10) and second (2) structural members when the first structural member is 
received within the second structural member, the shear layer absorbs at least a portion of the 
vibrational energy transmitted from the surface to the shoe portion when the skate traverses the 
surface. In contrast, the embodiments depicted in figures 12 and 14 both depict an elastomeric 
shear layer (Fig 12-21; Fig 14 242) disposed between the first (Fig 12-21 Fig 14-241) and 
second (2) structural members when the first structural member is received within the second 
structural member, the shear layer absorbs at least a portion of the vibrational energy transmitted 
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from the surface to the shoe portion when the skate traverses the surface. (Col 3, lines 30-45). It 
would have been obvious to combine the embodiment depicted in Figures 4 and 6 of Artus with 
either the embodiment in Figure 12 or 14 to include an elastomeric shear layer disposed 
between the first and second structural members when the first structural member is received 
within the second structural member, the shear layer absorbs at least a portion of the vibrational 
energy transmitted from the surface to the shoe portion when the skate traverses the surface. 

Regarding claim 1 8 Figures 4 and 6 of Artus combine with the embodiments in Figures 
12 or 14 to disclose all of the elements set forth in parent claim 16, as set forth above, but does 
not disclose the elements of independent claims 18. Figure 10, however, depicts an embodiment 
having sidewalls of the first structural member (61) that extend to the lower end of the second 
structural member (2). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the embodiment in Figure 6 of Artus with the embodiment in Figure 10 of Artus to 
include sidewalls of the first structural member which extend to the lower end of the arcuate 
cross-sectional shape of the second structural member in order to provide greater damping 
structure near the axle of the wheels, where the vibrations are greater and more pronounced. 

Regarding Claim 19, Figures 6 and 10 of Artus combine to disclose each of the elements 
of parent claim 18, as depicted above, but does not disclose the combination including the 
limitations set forth in claim 19. Rather, the embodiments depicted in figures 12 and 14 both 
depict an elastomeric shear layer (Fig 12-21; Fig 14 - 242) disposed between the first (Fig 12-- 
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21 Fig 14-241) and second (2) structural members when the first structural member is received 
within the second structural member, the shear layer absorbs at least a portion of the vibrational 
energy transmitted from the surface to the shoe portion when the skate traverses the surface. 
(Col 3, lines 30-45). It would have been obvious to combine the embodiment depicted in 
Figures 4 and 6 of Artus with either the embodiment in Figure 12 or 14 to include an elastomeric 
shear layer disposed between the first and second structural members when the first structural 
member is received within the second structural member, the shear layer absorbs at least a 
portion of the vibrational energy transmitted from the surface to the shoe portion when the skate 
traverses the surface. i 

11. Claim 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Artus. 
In the embodiment disclosed in Figures 4 and 6, Artus depicts each of the elements of parent 
claims 20 and 21, as set forth above, but does not disclose an elastomeric shear layer disposed 
between the carrier frame and the outer shell (10) when the carrier frame is received within the 
outer shell, the shear layer absorbs at least a portion of the vibrational energy transmitted from 
the surface to the shoe portion when the skate transverses the surface. 

In contrast, in the embodiments depicted in either Figure 12 or 14, Artus discloses an 
elastomeric shear layer disposed between the carrier frame (2) and the outer shell (21) when the 
carrier frame (2) is received within the outer shell (21), the shear layer (i.e, 242) absorbs at least 
a portion of the vibrational energy transmitted from the surface to the shoe portion when the 
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skate transverses the surface. It would have been obvious to combine the embodiments disclosed 
by Artus to design a skate frame having an elastomeric shear layer disposed betw^een the 
carrier frame and the outer shell wherein the carrier frame is received within the outer shell so 
that the shear layer absorbs at least a portion of the vibrational energy transmitted from the 
surface to the shoe portion when the skate transverses the surface. 

Figures 4,6,12 and 14 of Artus combine to disclose each of the elements of parent 
claim 23, as set forth above. However, this combination does not disclose that the sidewalls of 
the first structural member extend to the lower end of the second structural member. In contrast, 
figure 10 depicts sidewalls of the first structural (2) member extends to the lower end of shape of 
the second structural member (61). It would have been obvious to combine the embodiments 
disclosed by Artus to design a skate frame having sidewalls of the first structural member extend 
to the lower end of the arcuate cross-sectional shape of the second structural member in order to 
place a dampening device at the open end of the structure, where vibration is greatest. 
12. Claim 25, 29,30,3 1,33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Artus in view of Malewicz. 

Regarding claim 25, Artus discloses all of the elements of parent claim 24, but does not 
disclose that the skate frame ftirther comprises a rectangular first and second wheel attachment 
flange depending downwardly from the lower ends of the arcuate sectional shape of the carrier 
frame, the wheels are joumaled to the wheel attachment flanges to increase the vibration energy 
absorption by isolating the wheels from the outer shell. Malewicz discloses a skate frame having 
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a rectangular first (1 10) and second (118) wheel attachment flange depending downwardly fi-om 
the lower ends of the arcuate sectional shape of the carrier frame (32,34), the wheels (2) are 
joumaled to the wheel attachment flanges (1 10, 1 18) to increase the vibration energy absorption 
by isolating the wheels from the outer shell. It would have been obvious to modify the skate 
frame of Artus in accord with the teaching of Malewicz to include rectangular first and second 
wheel attachment flanges depending dovmwardly from the lower ends of the arcuate sectional 
shape of the carrier frame in order to increase the vibration energy absorption by isolating the 
wheels from the outer shell. 

Artus discloses all of the elements of parent claim 28, but does not clearly depict the 
remaining limitations set forth in claims 29-3 1 . 

Regarding claim 29, Malewicz discloses a skate frame wherein the sidewalls (32,34) are 
substantially arcuate (Fig 6) such that the arcuate cross-sectional shape of the sidewalls flexes to 
absorb at least a portion of the vibrational energy, wherein the arcuate cross sectional shape of 
the first and second sidewalls is substantially C-shaped in configuration, the arcuate t:ross section 
of each sidewall (32,34) has an upper end(293) spaced from a lower end (285,283, respectively) 
by a concave portion (296,297, respectively). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the skate frame of Artus in accord with the teaching of Malewicz in to 
include sidewalls having arcuate cross sectional shape in order to absorb at least a portion of the 
vibrational energy created during skating. 
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Regarding claim 30, Malewicz discloses that the shoe portion (12) is attached to the outer 
shell of the skate frame by an attachment bolt (80) extending through the skate frame without 
contacting an elastomeric layer to limit the amount of vibrational energy transmitted to the shoe 
portion. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the sate 
frame of Artus in accord with the teaching of Malewicz to include an attachment bolt extending 
through the skate frame without contacting an elastomeric layer, in order to to limit the amount 
of vibrational energy transmitted to the shoe portion. 

Regarding claim 31, Malewicz further discloses that the wheels (16) are attached to the 
carrier frame (1 10,1 1 8) to further limit the amount of vibrational energy transmitted to the shoe 
portion. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the skate 
frame of Artus in accord with the teaching of Malewicz to attach the wheels to the skate frame to 
further limit the amount of vibrational energy transmitted to the shoe portion of the skate. 

Regarding the method set forth in claim 33, this method is an inherently obvious method 

0 

of creating the structure set forth in claim 29, and is rejected accordingly. 
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Conclusion 


13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Oyen et al (5,579,489) Pozzobon, et al. (5,366,232), Oyen (5,951,027), Keleny et al. 
(5,947,487), Oliemans et al (5,904,360), Gignoux et al (5,890,724), Benoit (5,890,723), Hu, et al 
(5,775,707), Foffano et al (5.720,488), Oilemans et al (5,704,620), Maggiore (5,620,190) each 
disclose a relevant skate apparatus. 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to David E. Herron II whose telephone number is (703) 306-4612. In the 
event efforts to reach the examiner are unsuccesful, the applicant may contact the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai, at (703) 308-2486. 
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